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haplotypes in the GABAA gene cluster in
Northern-lreland Caucasoids and Arabs.
This study identified haplotypes in the
human GABAA gene cluster in patients
with schizophrenia. Haplotypes in the
GABAA cluster (GABRA1, GABRG],
GABRA2, GABRB1 and GABRG3) were
determined using a novel molecular
approach involving PCR-RFLP. This study
iInvolved a comparison of 1636
chromosomes from patients with
schizophrenia with 1523 chromosomes
from healthy volunteers. DNA was
available from 1595 individuals, of whom
589 were from the Northern-Ireland
Caucasian population. Haplotypes for the
GABAA cluster were determined in 21
pairs of closely-related relatives of
patients with schizophrenia and in 17
families where a relative of a patient had
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schizophrenia. In addition, GABAA
haplotypes were determined in 536
patients with schizophrenia and 575
healthy volunteers. Paired t-tests did not
show significant differences between
patients and controls in the Caucasian
population. Haplotype comparisons
between patients and healthy relatives
revealed a significantly increased
frequency of the e3-a3-e3 haplotype in
patients (p=0.0003). Furthermore, hap-leu
haplotypes were associated with a relative
risk of 1.25 (95% CI: 1.07-1.45) of
developing schizophrenia. The results of
this study support the conclusion that
genetic mutations in the GABAA gene
cluster are associated with susceptibility
to schizophrenia.Frailty and hydration
status during ageing: a systematic review.
The purpose of this review is to provide a
comprehensive overview of the existing
literature, addressing the following
questions: what is the relationship
between hydration status (evidenced by
fluid intake, use of prescription hydration,
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