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a decade, been releasing the same set of songs on a single, constantly evolving album. For Tom Waits, it's a personal approach that has given rise to a beautiful meditation on the passage of time and fleeting personal and universal emotion. "I don't like people to get too close to me," Waits explained in a recent interview. "I like the way I go, I like the
way I act. If you are a little off, I'm a little off, too. I don't like to be scrutinized too much." In preparation for his upcoming set with Michael Natter and his guitar, set for 8 p.m. March 1 in Hank Allgårdssalen, Waits sat down to discuss his work ethic, his frustrations with the art of songwriting, and whether he's met his spiritual muse. Tom Waits can be
heard at Uppsala University on March 1. Photo by Sofia Nilsson. Have you been committed to any specific sort of songwriting routine? You know what, I just have a certain way. I like to get going, and then I find things coming. I'm not going to sit there and agonize on it. I've done that before, and it's a waste of time. Do you have a process that you go

through when you're writing a song? I don't pay attention to the process. Sometimes I do, sometimes I don't. Sometimes I just hit and run. I don't really have a set way I do things. There's always something else going on. Does it generally take a while for the song to form? It does. Usually, if I'm writing a song that's set in a certain setting or time
period, like 'I Want to Be Left Alone' or 'Frank's Wild Years,' I know what the composition is going to be, and then when the song comes to me, it's right there. I go to the set and I find things
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